
1. Participation and Eligibility 
A. Event Registration — All Legends of the Fly (“LOF”) Competitions are conducted using an honor 
system. Each angler who wishes to participate must register through paypal. 
B. Entry Fees — Entry Fee amounts are $85.00 per person.  
No Satisfaction Guarantee — Competitor understands and agrees that payment for the Event does 
not secure a guarantee or promise of satisfaction. 
Competitor’s failure or inability, for any reason except as otherwise provided herein, to participate in 
any or all of the activities of the Event does not relieve or suspend the Competitor’s obligation to 
make all payments, nor entitle the Customer to a refund or credit, except as provided below. 
C. Captains Meeting Participation — One Tournament Competitor representing the team is 
required to attend an on-site Captains Meeting. Failure to attend an on-site Captains Meeting results 
in a Competitor’s disqualification from the Event. 
2. Fish Eligibility 
A. Species—For “Bass” LOF Competitions, only “black bass” are eligible for scoring. That 
designation includes the two most common species (Largemouth Bass – Micropterus salmoides, 
Smallmouth Bass – Micropterus dolomineu)  
For “Slam” LOF Competitions, Redfish, Speckled Trout, and Striped Bass are eligible with bluefish 
being the wild card fish in the event that no can catch all three slam species.  
B. Length—The minimum length of bass scored in competition is 12 inches. Photos of bass shorter 
than the minimum will be denied. 
For the LOF Slam Tournament, there is no minimum length on any species, but fish must be 
released after the photo. 
C.Scoring – The longest of each slam species will be counted per team to create an aggregate total 
of the longest of the three species.  
D. Condition—Fish must be hooked in the mouth or jaw. It may not appear to have snagged, 
snatched, or hooked in the body or a fin. Fish must appear to be alive. If fish appears to be dead, 
mutilated, frozen, mangled, or otherwise damage, or it appears to have been mashed, mauled, or 
otherwise altered, the photo will be denied. 
E. Caudal (Tail) Fin—The tip of at least one lobe of the caudal (tail) fin must be contact with the 
measuring board. If the entire caudal (tail) fin is lifted away from the measuring board so that the tip 
is no long in contact, the photo will be denied. 
Redfish must be measured with caudal fin pinched and both lobe tips on the measuring board. 
Failure to pinch the redfish’s caudal fin will result in denial of the photo. 

 
F. Eye—The fish’s left eye must be visible in photo. Violation will result in denial of the photo. 
3. Tournament Period 
A. Lines in the water at first light on the tournament day. Competitors will be able to fish from that 
time until lines out of the water at 4:30 pm the tournament day.  
B. Check-in—Tournament Competitors must bring in the tournament sheet and have the photos 
available if necessary to verify their place in the tournament. 
4. Pre-fishing — Practice in Eligible Water  is permitted on the day prior to Competition. There are 
no restrictions regarding areas, type of watercraft, or types of bait used in pre-fishing. Fishing on the 
event’s eligible water after the specified prefishing deadline will result in disqualification from the 
Event.) 



 
5. Competition Area 
A. Competitive fishing is allowed only on publicly-accessible waters. Photos of fish caught outside of 
eligible water boundaries will be denied.. 
B. Competitors are not restricted to fishing where they start out each day but are permitted to 
relocate to other Eligible Water during tournament hours. 
C. Watercraft must not be anchored in such a position as to prevent or block access for other 
watercraft or powerboats. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
D. Wade fishing is permitted. Fish caught while wading or walking the shoreline ARE eligible for 
submission. Each Competitor on a team must be within sight of their team member. Competitors 
may depart the watercraft to catch and land fish. If a Competitor must go out of sight of his watercraft 
for any reason (e.g., for a restroom break or to contact a tournament official by phone or other 
means, or to report an emergency), he must cease fishing until he returns to his watercraft, at which 
time he may resume fishing. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
6. Cooperation and Assistance 
A. Up until the end of the established pre-fishing period, competitors may fish with and receive direct 
assistance from other anglers and professional guides on the Eligible Water. 
B. Before and during the event, competitors may (i.) share gear, tackle and equipment, (ii.) assist in 
photographing a fish for submission, and (iii.) communicate with and fish in proximity to other people, 
including other Competitors. Competitors may not receive assistance in catching fish that are 
photographed and submitted for scoring, including boat positioning, casting, retrieving, hooking, 
playing, or landing a fish from anyone other than their team mate. Violation will result in Competitor’s 
disqualification from the Event. 
7. Fishing Tackle, Equipment, and Methods 
A. All fish submitted for score must be caught live by the team who submits them for scoring using 
only fly fishing equipment and legal methods that comply with all sportfishing\IGFA statutes and 
regulations of the states and body of water in which they are taken. Competitors are responsible for 
research of and compliance with all applicable fishing and boating regulations. Snatching or 
snagging fish is not permitted. When visually fishing a bed for spawning bass, to be admissible all 
bass must be hooked inside the mouth. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
B. All fish must be caught by the Competitor on fly rod, fly reel, fly line and fly only. No traps, snares, 
set lines or other methods of fishing other than fly rod, fly reel and fly line are permissible, even if 
legal under state game laws. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
C. Acceptable measuring boards include the Hawg Trough manufactured by Hagen’s (pictured 
below) or any similar board made by a reputable manufacturer. Measuring boards may be shortened 
by removing inches from the upper end (opposite the fence) However, it may not be broken, 
snapped, or cut apart and then reassembled at any point between the two ends. A crack that does 
not separate the measuring board into pieces and does not affect the measuring board’s accuracy 
may be repaired and reinforced for use. Violation will result in denial of photo. 
 

    
D. Competitors may share measuring boards. 
E. A break of the measuring board’s fence may be mended for use if the repair is rigid, flat and at a 
right angle to the measuring surface. The mended measuring board must be submitted to the 
Tournament  Director, personally. Violation will result in denial of photo. 
F. Each competitor must use a mobile phone with camera or a digital camera or video camera 
capable of producing still photos with memory card and/or download cable to submit digital 
photographs. 



When a Competitor’s smart phone becomes inoperable or is lost, he may share smart phones with 
other Competitors. Competitor under the same circumstances may share digital cameras, provided 
each Competitor can clearly and positively identify photos of the fish he caught. Violation will result 
in denial of photo. 
G. Only normal and accepted fly patterns may be used. No live bait, preserved bait, or prepared bait 
will be permitted during competition. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
H. Only ONE fly rod and reel may be in use at any one time per person. A rod and reel is considered 
to be “in use” when a lure attached to it by a line is in or on the water. A hung lure (one snagged in 
an overhanging tree) that is not in or on the water is not considered in use and the attached rod and 
reel may be set aside while another is in use. 
I. Nets and grippers (e.g., Fish Grip, Boga-Grip) may be used for landing fish during tournament 
competition, but grippers must not remain attached to the fish in photos. Violation will result in denial 
or disqualification of the photo. 
J. If a Competitor breaks his line while setting the hook or retrieving a fish, he is allowed to make an 
attempt with the rod being used or by hand to secure the line and land the fish to be counted as 
legal. He may NOT hook the line with another lure, rod and reel, or other device. If a Competitor 
loses his rod and reel while landing a fish he MAY use another rod and reel to retrieve the lost outfit. 
If after retrieval, the fish is still hooked, it may be landed, photographed, and submitted as a legal 
fish. Violation will result in disqualification from the Event. 
8. Watercraft & Propulsion 
A. Watercraft acceptable for use in LOF Competitions are: 
a. Gas- or liquid-fueled motorized or hybrid fuel/electric powerboats or personal watercraft 
b. Kayaks  
c. Paddleboards 
b. Sailboats 
c. Jon boats 
d. Pirogues, coracles, and rowboats 
e. Dinghies and skiffs 
f. Float tubes, inflatable rafts, and rigid inflatable boats (e.g., Zodiac) 
g. Pontoon boats, pontoon-style pond boats, twin-hull watercraft, or similar. 
Use of watercraft in competition other than those listed above as acceptable or exceptions will result 
in disqualification from the Event. 
B. Trolling a fly is not permitted in LOF Competition. 
9. Photo Standards—Digital photographs of each fish submitted to judges for scoring must meet 
these criteria: 
A. Unique—Each digital photo submitted in each Event must be of a different fish. 
Subsequent digital photos of the same fish submitted by the same Competitor in an Event will be 
denied. 
B. Visible/Legible—Each photo must be in sharply focused and clear enough for a judge to: 
i. Verify the correct Identifier Form and Event ID Code. Inability of the judge to verify will result in 
denial of photo. 
ii. Verify the fish’s condition. Violation will result in denial of photo. 
iii. Verify the fish’s length. Judge will score fish at the greatest length of which he is certain. 
iv. Verify whether the bass’ jaw or lip, or the redfish’s nose, is in contact with the measuring board 
fence. Inability of the judge to verify will result in a penalty of 1 inch. 
v. Except where covered by hand or fingers, the entire fish, from its mouth/jaw to the tip of its caudal 
(tail) fin, must be visible in photos. If either end is covered or cropped off, the photo will be denied. 
C. Centered—Camera lens positioned directly over the center of the fish’s body, which contributes to 
accurate measurement by judges. Photos taken at a low angle in order obscure an open mouth may 
be denied or penalized at the Tournament or Series Director’s discretion. 
D. First-generation—Each digital photo must be a first-generation image (not a photo or screen-shot 
of another photo). Violation will result in denial of photo. 



Photos submitted for scoring that, in judges’ opinions, contain evidence of a possible disqualifying 
infraction—including photos that appear to have been cropped or modified (e.g, image enhanced or 
filtered) in such a way as to obscure infractions will not be scored. The Tournament Director will 
review all such photos and will make any disqualification ruling. The Tournament Director may also 
contact Competitors to request submission of original un-cropped, un-filtered photos for further 
review and verification. Failure by Competitors to respond or refusal to submit the original photo will 
result in denial of the photo. 
E Identifiable—Official LOF Identifier Form above, below, or beside that fish (not covering any 
portion of the fish, unless attached to the Competitor’s hand or arm). Neither a hand-drawn form nor 
an image of the LOF Identifier Form on a smart phone are permissible. Violation will result in denial 
of photo. 
G. Hand Position. 
i. In bass competition, hand or finger(s) may be in contact with the caudal peduncle (fleshy, scaled 
part of the bass’ body at the base of the caudal fin) but not touching any portion of the caudal fin (tail 
fin). Violation will result in a 1-inch deduction in score. 

 
ii. In Slam competition, Competitor’s hand in photos may not touch or cover any portion of a fish 
forward of the operculum (hard gill plate) or behind the anal fin (areas marked in red in the 
illustration below.) Spot(s), if present on left side of Redfish body or caudal (tail) fin, may not be 
covered. Violation will result in denial of photo. 
 

 



iii. No portion of a hand or finger may be under the fish’s operculum (hard gill flap). Violation will 
result in denial of photo. 
H. Mouth 
i. Bass’ lip or jaw or slam species nose must be in contact with measuring board fence (bump board, 
upright), and the fence must be visible in the photo. Violation will result in denial of photo. 
ii. In bass fishing competition, a closed mouth is preferred for uniformity of measurement. If judge 
considers the mouth to be open 1/4 inch or more, even if it is structurally unable to close, a one-inch 
penalty will be assessed.  
I. Not “In-possession.” In most states, though not all, unless a fish is secured by a restraint device or 
is placed in a holding container, state regulatory agencies do not consider it to be “in possession” by 
Competitors, so states’ minimum length regulations do not apply for photo submissions. If Event 
takes place in a state where photographing a fish constitutes “possession,” and a photo is submitted 
of a fish that does not comply with state size limits, the photo will be denied. (Refer to regulatory 
compliance, Rule 7.A.) 
10. Scoring 
A. Fish length is determined by its caudal fin (tail fin) touching or crossing the factory-
marked quarter-inch increment (e.g., ridges, grooves) on the measuring board. If it falls short of a 
1/4-inch factory mark, the length is rounded down to the next lower 1/4-inch mark that the bass’ 
caudal fin actually touches or crosses. In reviewing photographs, judges will visualize as accurately 
as possible where a 1/4-inch factory mark would be if it extended the full width of a board and use 
that imaginary line to determine a fish’s length. 
B. If a Competitor’s photo is denied by a judge after end-of-competition, it may be automatically 
replaced by a previously submitted and auto-culled photo; however, no Competitor may submit a 
replacement photo after end-of-competition time. 
C. In the event of a tie in score, the time on the sheet will be used to determine who caught the slam 
or longest bass earlier in the tournament and this will determine the winner.  
D. Slam Scoring – The longest of each slam species will be counted per team to create an 
aggregate total of the longest of the three species.  
E. Bass Scoring – The longest bass caught that day will be used to determine the winner.  
 
 


